Proceedings of the Western Society for French History
GUIDELINES and STYLE SHEET FOR AUTHORS

Although all papers presented at the WSFH annual meeting may be considered for publication,
the Proceedings are peer reviewed, thus not all papers will be published. We look for articles that
are ready for publication, that incorporate suggestions made by chairs and/or commentators, and
that make a significant contribution to the field. The review process involves:

1. recommendations by a panel’s chair and commentator about an article's suitability for
publication;

2. the judgment of the editors;

3. in some cases, recommendations sought from an editorial board.

DUE DATE: 1 January 2010 is the due date for all materials, including copyright permission
forms. No second call will be issued for errant or late articles.

FORMAT: Please submit your articles via email as attachments in MSWord to the email
addresses below. If you do not have email access, you may submit a hardcopy with a computer
disk containing your article in MSWord. The hardcopy and disk must be postmarked by 1
January 2010. Please mail these to Donna Ryan (address below).

COPYRIGHT FORMS: These forms are available in the conference packet and will be available
on the WSFH website. Please print out a copy, complete it, and return it via surface mail to the
address below by 1 January 2010. We will fill in the last section, "Journal Representative."

COPY: Please retain a copy of your contribution. Articles submitted for publication
consideration will not be returned to authors.
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STYLE: With the exception of some Proceedings idiosyncrasies, The Chicago Manual of Style
[CMS] 15w ed. is the stylebook. TYPESCRIPTS SHOULD CONFORM TO ITS RECOMMENDATIONS
AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE. References are given below to CMS and the appropriate section
numbers. Articles not conforming to the proper style will be returned to authors and will not be
considered for publication until submitted as requested.

DATES: Dates should all be European (diplomatic) style, e.g. 14 July 1789; 1790s (no
apostrophe); hyphenate mid-1990s. No internal punctuation when using just month and year (e.g.
the events of August 1914 were decisive). See CMS 9:33-9:40.

LANGUAGE : Articles are usually published in English; they may be published in French if
they were presented in French at the meeting. Use English rather than French whenever possible
(e.g. Old Regime instead of ancien régime, generality instead of généralité, nobility instead of
noblesse). Translate ALL quotations into English unless the French version is vital for clarity,
accuracy, or pungency. In that case, consider putting the English translation in the text and the
original French in a footnote. If use of a French term is necessary, please put an English



translation in parenthesis after the French. If a foreign language title appears in your text whose
meaning is not readily apparent, please provide a translation in parentheses.

Use American, not British, spelling (honor, not honour; labor, not labour).
Carefully check accent marks in titles, names, etc.

LENGTH: Five thousand words is the maximum length for articles (including notes, charts,
maps, graphs). This is about 20 pages double-spaced.

NOTES: Please use the footnoting function in MSWord, and remember to double-space notes.
Follow CMS chapter 16 as a guide for the format of notes (models are found in chapter 17).
Abbreviate information for second and subsequent references, usually including the last name of
author and a shortened title. Do not use any Latin references (op. cit., loc. cit.) with the
exception of "Ibid." and "et al." The following examples cover only the most basic situations, so
we urge you to consult CMS for other cases.

Books:
Léon Abensour, Les vaillantes: Héroines, martyres et remplagantes (Paris: Librairie
Chapelot, 1917), 84-85.

Reference to article or chapter in edited volume:

Tyler Stovall, "From the Red Belt to the Black Belt: Race, Class, and Urban Marginality
in Twentieth-Century Paris," in Tyler Stovall and Sue Peabody, eds., The Color of
Liberty: Histories of Race in France (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2003), 352.

Reference to article or chapter in multi-volume work:
Mona Ozouf, "Le Panthéon: L'école normale des morts," in Pierre Nora, ed., Les lieux de
mémoire (Paris: Gallimard, 1984), 1:139-66.

Journal articles:
Alex Preda "The Rise of the Popular Investor: Financial Knowledge and Investing in
England and France, 1840-1880," The Sociological Quarterly 42, no. 2 (2001): 205-32.

Online source:

"Rapport sur l'exercice de la profession de marchand et les arts et métiers," Project no.
2044 (11 August 1810) (fourth draft), http://www.napoleonica.org/gerando/
GERO02119.html.

Archival sources:

We have noticed that even a majority of those authors who use CMS formatting do not
use it for their archival citations. We are currently considering the best way to proceed,
i.e., creating a new format proper to the Proceedings or adopting that of another
publication. In the meantime, be consistent, and make sure that all of the following
elements (as relevant) are present, arranged logically, and recognizable: Name of
archive, location, and abbreviation for subsequent citation; fonds and / or shelfmark;



other information identifying a particular document therein, e.g., title, if any; your
description; date; page or folio number.

Please check—and double check—the spelling of all foreign language publications. Please be
advised, too, that the Proceedings follows the guidelines for foreign language titles at CMS
17.64.

TYPING: All text must be double-spaced, even quotations and footnotes. Do not justify the
right margin. Please prepare text in Microsoft Word. We have the ability to read either
Macintosh on Wintel versions of Word.

GRAPHICS: The Proceedings does publish graphics such as photographs, tables, and other
figures. In the case of photographs, however, you must secure all permissions to publish and
provide captions. In the case of figures that you yourself have generated, please use Times New
Roman for all text. Because of the page size for the Proceedings (4" x 8"), graphics usually have
to be reduced in size for the .pdf verions; please keep this mind when choosing type sizes and
making other design decisions. All photographs, figures, or other graphics should be submitted
as separate files in .png or .jpg format at a resolution of 600 dpi. If you have generated your
graphics through excel, please consult with the editors about submission in a version acceptable
for publication.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of us at the e-mail addresses
below.
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If you submit paper manuscripts, please mail by 1 January 2010 to:
Donna F. Ryan, Co-Editor

Western Society for French History

Dept. of Government and History

Gallaudet University

800 Florida Ave., NE

Washington, DC 20002

Send your documents by 1 January 2010 by e-mail to Donna.Ryan@gallaudet.edu or
shelfor@american.edu

All authors should send copyright forms to Donna Ryan at the address above.



